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School-based services transportation coverage

changes

Covered trangportation

For dates of service on and after July 1, 1999,
Wisconsin Medicaid will cover school-based
services (SBS) transportation asdescribed in
HCFA's Medicaid and School Health
Technical Assistance Guide. A letter from
HCFA summarizesthis policy change. The
following isan excerpt fromthat letter:

“The (Medicaid and School Health
Technicd Assistance) Guideindicates
that transportation to and from school
may be claimed asaMedicaid service
when the child receivesamedical
servicein school on aparticular day and
whentransportationisspecificaly listed
inthelndividua Education Program
(IEP) as arequired service.

“It isour understanding that an IEP
shouldincludeonly specialized services
that achild would not otherwisereceive
in the course of attending school. There-
fore, HCFA would liketo clarify that a
childwith specid education needsunder
Individua swith DisabilitiesEducation
Act (IDEA) who ridesthe regular school
busto school with the other non-disabled
childreninhis/her neighborhood should
not havetransportation listed in his/her
|EP and the cost of that bus ride should
not bebilledto Medicaid.

“If achild requirestransportationina
vehicle adapted to serve the needs of the
disabled, including aspecially adapted
school bus, that transportation may be
billedto Medicaid if theneed for that
specialized transportationisidentifiedin
thelEP. In addition, if achild residesin
an areathat does not have school bus
transportation (such asthose areasin
close proximity to aschool) but hasa
medical need for transportationthat is
noted in the |EP, that transportation may
asobebilledto Medicaid. Asdways,
transportation fromthe school to a
provider inthe community also may be
billedto Medicaid.

“When astate claimsfedera financia
participation (FFP) [federal matching
dollars] under the Medicaid programfor
transportation servicesasmedical
assistance under an approved reimburse-
ment rate, the requirements for docu-
mentation of each service must be
maintained for purposesof an audit trail.
Thisusually takestheform of atrip log
mai ntained by the provider of the special-
ized transportation service. ...

“FFPfor |IEP-related transportation
serviceswill only beavailablefor
servicesprovided on or after July 1,
1999, asspecifiedinthisletter.”




Required documentation

Asindicated in previousWisconsn Medicaid
publications, SBS providersarerequired to have
asystemin placeto verify that the child wasin
schooal receiving another Medicaid-covered
SBS service on the same day that SBS trans-
portation serviceswere provided.

Medicaid-certified SBSprovidershill for each
child'sactua milestraveled (e.g., whileridingin
an adapted school bus, van, or car to accommo-
dateadisabling condition and/or medical need).
Thisincludesthemilesthevehicletravelsfrom
its storage Site (e.g., bus barn) to and from the
child’shomewhilenot carrying the child.

SBS providers may usethe child’sactual miles
traveled to convert the number of milestraveled
tobillableunits(e.g., 1 mile= 1 unit). Providers
may thereafter use that number of units (miles)
for that child on each day the child receives
another Medicaid-covered SBS service.
Providers must document this number of units
(miles) inthe child'srecord each day the child
receives another Medicaid-covered SBS
service.

Refer to Medicaid Update 98-13 for the
mileage situationsthat Wisconsin Medicaid
coverswhen transporting multiple children
receiving another Medicaid-covered SBS
service on that same day.

If you have questions about thispolicy change,
cal Provider Servicesat (800) 947-9627 or
(608) 221-9883.

The Wisconsin Medicaid Update is the first
sourcefor provider information including
Medicaid policy and billing information.

Wisconsin Medicaid is administered by the
Division of Health Care Financing, Wisconsin
Department of Health and Family Services,
P.O. Box 309, Madison, WI 53701-0309.

For provider questions, call the Medicaid
fiscal agent at (800) 947-9627 or (608) 221-9883
or visit our web site at www.dhfs.state.wi.us/
medicaid.
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