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Multiple Sclerosis Testing:
Client Page for WWWP

WWWP adds Multiple Sclerosis testing:

Q

Effective April 2005, the Wisconsin Well Woman Program (WWWP) covers testing
for multiple sclerosis (MS), for women enrolled in WWWP, who have high-risk
symptoms or signs of MS or have been told they have MS (see page 2 for some
general information on multiple sclerosis).

Since diagnosing MS can be complicated, WWWP is using specific providers and a
step-by-step testing process for the new MS testing services.

Women who are enrolled in WWWP and are diagnosed with MS, will be connected
to free or reduced-cost treatment for MS. The MS treatment will be provided by
regional MS Centers that are helping WWWP with the MS testing. MS treatment
cannot be paid by WWWP.

The Well Woman Program’s primary focus continues to be on screening and early
diagnosis of breast and cervical cancer for low-income, uninsured women.

Who is Eligible for MS testing through WWWP?
Women who are enrolled in the WWWP and who:

o are 35-64 years old,

o are low-income (family income below 250% of federal poverty),

o do not have health insurance that covers WWWP services (e.g., no Medicaid or
Family Planning Waiver, no Medicare Part B, no private insurance),

o have high-risk symptoms or signs of MS, or already have MS and need help getting
treatment for MS, and

o agree to get the MS testing from selected health care providers participating in the
WWWP multiple sclerosis testing services.

What’s Covered by WWWP: What’s NOT Covered by WWWP:

e Risk assessment to check for high-risk e Treatment or assistive devices for MS.
symptoms or signs of MS. Provided by e Testing or treatment for other nervous
WWWP provider as part of regular system problems. If other problems
screening visit for all women. are found during MS testing, providers

e Office visit with detailed history & physical will try to refer women to other free or
exam to check for MS, and decide if a reduced-cost services.
referral to a MS Center is needed for e MS testing by providers who are not
diagnostic testing. Provided by specific signed up as WWWP-MS providers.

WWWP primary care providers for women
with high-risk signs of MS or who have a Treatment for Multiple Sclerosis:

past history of MS. e Free or reduced-cost treatment for

MS diagnostic testing by MS Centers WWWP enrollees diagnosed with MS,
working with WWWP for women referred will be provided by MS Centers who
by WWWP primary care providers. This are working with WWWP.

may include a brain scan and other lab tests.




How do Women get MS Testing services through WWWP?

Q

If you are enrolled in WWWP and you think you might have multiple sclerosis (MS),
you should contact your WWWP Local Coordinator (for your county of residence or
Native American tribe). The Local Coordinator will help you find one of the specific
health care providers who is helping provide the MS testing for WWWP (services
from other providers cannot be covered by WWWP).

To find the WWWP Coordinator for your county or tribe:

Phone for WWWP 608-266-8311

Web site for WWWP http://dhfs.wisconsin.gov/womenshealth/wwwp/
Diagnostic testing for MS will be provided by a participating MS Center, located in
Marshfield and Madison.

Some support is available for WWWP-enrolled women who need help getting to a
regional MS Center for diagnostic testing for MS. The National Multiple Sclerosis
Society — Wisconsin Chapter can provide some assistance with transportation,
childcare or counseling. If you think you might need help getting to a MS Center for
the testing, contact the Local Coordinator for your county/tribe (see above).

General Information on MS:

Q

Multiple sclerosis (MS) is a progressive disorder of the brain and spinal cord, and has
multiple episodes where the outer covering of nerve cells breaks down. The nerve
cells “do not talk clearly to each other” and this can lead to a variety of symptoms.
Symptoms that can indicate a high-risk for MS include:

Sudden weakness or clumsiness, blurred vision or loss of vision, numbness or

tingling, or loss of balance that cannot be explained by some other cause.
Symptoms can be different with each episode, can come and go, and can also be seen
in a number of other conditions that your provider will consider.
The exact cause of MS is not known.
MS is not very common — it is found in about 1 out of every 1,000 people. MS is
found more often in women than in men. MS can occur in any racial group but is
more common in whites. It is usually found in people between the ages of 20-40
years. MS is more common in some families and in certain parts of the world (e.g.,
northern states, where there is less sunlight).
Testing for MS has been improved and includes doing a detailed history and physical
exam, and may include doing a brain scan and other lab tests.
MS cannot be cured, but there are newer treatments that help with symptoms and may
slow the progression of the disease. Most people with MS continue to live and work
without much disability for 20 or more years.
Please talk with your health care provider for more detailed information on MS. You
can also find good information on MS on the following web sites:

National Library of Medicine, Medline Plus:

e Encyclopedia — Multiple Sclerosis (four-page overview for consumers)

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/000737.htm

National MS Society:

e “What is Multiple Sclerosis?” (four-page summary for consumers)

http://www.nationalmssociety.org/Brochures-What%20is%20MS.asp
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